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On 27 February, 2004 the PRCSA purchased the property at 751 George Street North, Peterborough, Ontario, just eight days after the PRCSA’s incorporation as a corporation without share capital in the province of Ontario.  The purchase was made possible through the financial generosity and the leadership and vision of Trent University students accompanied by the support of Trent faculty members, alumni, past administrators, staff, and many friends in the City of Peterborough.  The preparations for this purchase had been made under the auspices of the Downtown Student Facility Trust (DSFT).  On 26 February, 2004 the PRCSA assumed all the liabilities and assets of the DSFT and resolved to dissolve the DSFT.

Dr. Richard Sadleir, the founding and first Master of Peter Robinson College, was requested to grant that the property should continue to bear his name in his honour.  To this he kindly agreed; Dr. and Mrs. Sadleir were welcomed as guests of honour at the official re-opening celebration for Sadleir House, held on 3 April, 2004.  Dr. Sadleir along with Dr. Symons, founding and first President of Trent University, agreed to serve as Honorary Directors of the PRCSA. The text of Dr. Symons’s address at the official opening celebrations is attached to this report.

On 27 August, 2004 Sadleir House hosted a reunion for alumni from Trent University’s first three academic years.  At this reunion the Hobbs Memorial Library Room was officially re-dedicated in honour of Mr. Harry Hobbs, a student from Trent’s first graduating class.

In August and September, 2004, the student and community groups which would be the first regular occupants of the re-established Sadleir House took up occupancy.  All groups pay a fee for the maintenance, upkeep and general use of the space and common spaces allocated to them.  This fee varies with respect to the composition of the groups (as student or non-student groups) and the financial resources of the groups.

In the autumn of 2004, Sadleir House also provided a number of facilities for the common use of students and members of the public, including performance space, library and study spaces, bookable meeting spaces, common rooms, and a small refectory.

Throughout the summer and fall of 2004 numerous improvements and repairs were made to the property, including extensive interior painting, re-finishing the Hobbs Room, exterior painting, extensive repairs to the exterior elevations including repair of the slate roofs and replacement of all eavestroughs and downspouts, fertilising the lawns, construction of the steward’s apartment, equipping and upgrading of the servery and dining hall, and repair and testing of all fire alarm and suppression systems. 

In September, 2004, the PRCSA was granted charitable status by the Canadian government.  The PRCSA has benefited from a number of generous donations since that time in support of Sadleir House’s operations.

